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Nickel Coins 


The greater part of the world’s coinages has been of gold, silver or 
copper. Indeed, until recently, practically no other metal than these three 
was used generally as money. Of late years, however, a fourth metal, nickel, 
has come to be employed extensively for minor coins. True the minting of 
nickel cannot be said to be strictly a modern practice only, for as early as 
the middle of the third century before Christ, King Euthydemos of Bactria, 





Canada, 5 cents. 


the Greek kingdom northwest of modern India, founded by Alexander the 
Great, struck coins made of a natural alloy of nickel and copper. It is, in 
fact, the finding of nickel in natural combination with copper to which we 
owe the curious derivation of the word nickel. In the old German copper 
mines an ore was found frequently, which, though looking like copper ore, 
did not yield copper when smelted. This the miners called ‘‘kupfer-nickel,” 
that is ‘“‘goblin-copper’’ because they believed the ‘‘nickels’’ or mischievious 
spirits of the mines were deluding them with bad ore. When finally the 
metal now known as nickel was isolated successfully, the fact that it was 





Latvia, 50 santimu 


found abundantly in the kupfer-nickel ore resulted in its being given the 
name nickel. This occurred in 1751 but it was not until a century later that 
Switzerland issued the first modern coins made from a nickel alloy, and 
actually most of the so-called nickel coins are made from an alloy and not 
from the pure metal. Generally this alloy is nickel and copper. This is the 
combination used in the United States, now seen only in our five cent pieces, 
but first used for cents and then for three cent pieces. 
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One feature of modern nickel and nickel alloy coins of especial interest 
is their frequent variation from the conventional coin form. This is due to 
their close resemblance in color to silver, so that it has been found more 





Denmark, 25 ore. 


convenient, especially in countries where silver coins of about the same size 
are in circulation, to make the pieces of the baser metal easily distinguishable. 
This is shown in the illustration here of the Danish 25 ore and the Indian 2 
anna pieces. 

So general has the use of nickel now become that in 1912 fifty three 
countries issued nearly six hundred and fifty million pieces cf nickel or nickel 
alloys. No tabulated figures since the war are available but the use of nickel 





India, 2 annas. 


has greatly increased because of the shortage of copper and the high cost of 
silver in the years immediately after the conclusion of peace. Among the 
latest nickel coins are the Canadian five cent piece and the fractional coins 
of Latvia, both of pure nickel. 


Questions and Answers 


A.C.H., West Haven: (1) Silver coins can not be prevented from tarnishing 
except by keeping them from all exposure to air and light. Of course 
this is practically impossible. The best thing to do is to keep them as 
much protected as you can. Tarnish may be removed, even from proot 
coins, without apparent injury to the piece but it is not advisable be- 
cause each time it is done an infinitesmal film cf silver is taken from the 
surface of the coin. 

(2) There has been no Lindbergh commemorative coins authorized 
or issued. There are many Lindbergh medals, some of them of con- 
siderable artistic merit. 
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J.P.S., Balboa Heights: Large amounts of coins issued by the United States 
Mints are never put into regular circulation but are held by banks etc. as 
cash reserves. Also most coin dealers and many collectors have made it a 
practice for many years to purchase supplies of the new issues each year 
at the mint. 


J.R.W., Waitsburg: (1) The star on the Grant half dollar is just above the 
name Grant in front of the portrait on the obverse of the piece. 

(2) The star on the Missouri half dollar is on the obverse in the 
feld to the left in front of the bust. The star is between the figures 2 
and 4 to indicate that Missouri was the 24th state admitted to the Union. 

3) The mint mark, a minute ‘“S’” on the Oregon Trail half dollars 
coined at the San Francisco mint, is placed just to the left of the feet 
of the Indian on the reverse. 

(4) It is difficult, if not impossible to get all the figures as to the 
number of specimens actually existent. The committees or other bodies 
in charge of these issues have, of course, kept records but these have 
not always been available to the public. Even if they were, they would 
not always be complete, for sometimes the surplus pieces remaining un- 
sold or a portion of them have gone into ordinary circulation. Some of 
these eventually find their way back to the mint and are melted up while 
others remain outstanding. When they return to the mint they are 
received just as half dollars and the mint records make no indication 
whether they are of commemorative issues or not. This was not true in 
regard to the Panama-Pacific commemorative issue. The chairman of 
the committee in charge of that issue was the well-known and experi- 
enced numismatist, Mr. Farren Zerbe. At his suggestion all coins re- 
maining unsold when the accounts were to be closed, were returned to 
the San Francisco mint with a definite understanding that they were to 
be melted and the ‘‘Mint Reports” confirm and record that this was done. 

As a general rule, the relative rarity of the different coins is well 
indicated by the prices asked for them by reputable dealers. 


Early United States Cents 


Dros. Crosby “lam! Very GOOG sg. ss iw one os ee ieee sate tare ae $ 40.00 
LT OS ACros py o-A! PA DOWEL MG OO: fos nie kes ols oe teers en ates 1b. 00 
1793: Crosby 3-C Good; dents on G0R¢ fc 2. crass ees on 15.00 
EU OS sroshy Sa Bir oe pet alec 5 area sian ay tn ae eee Ey: sok lsc stents 10.00 
PTOS CrosbyeaHt “ADOUE GOOd M.A. acetate siecle ee see ae re 20.00 
TOS ACTOS aC I 5 craters ee nish cons > eats Rm eee eters ets 10.00 
DTIS SCROSDy ra AI os tere toe eee eer eo bv Riese sh eee aaa eng cmt 6.00 
1795 Crosby S$=G -AboOUtGOOd iiss. «05 oe oe bie ae ws orem wis ee 20.00 
TeOS= Crosby G-E -WWaie e ws etn eee Ue RL © seems ea nae 5.00 
L798 “Cresby 5-H About Good 7.55.2 p css oo eyes eee eae eee nels 12.50 
LTOSYOrOsbY 9-H. “Very GOOG ona cs oc reer eee oe eee as 25.. 00 
VTS (Crosby Ds > ea ce eee a tre my ess ou eae eng eee pail cree ements 6.00 
Ls eeros ive Lad) we Vel vee GOO eis wets sce cit a eserernuar teste tet reas 30.00 
LDS POTOS Dl SLi oe RCSLT grin iaes as Savin green ieee, ees alan fe arale pene ern eats 40.00 
i iS CORON Y ites 4 PROUOI! \. Y.at ces phd pat orn cerene aie nee gin emis et Sees 22.50 
ge STP Oe IF Ty ts a ee ad 80) geome ey ree eet men area rig titer (yee, ror ty nt hi 10.00 
POAC TEAS 44° oSeee wore RAE Pee Oe ee Ce a eee Se 7.60 
1794 Hays 5 Fair. Reverse lightly struck ..:. 20.1452 %s aes eae 6.50 
W094: ave 6 Very. Good a. ee sen x eclectic 20.00 
1794 Hays 11 YOO epee of ois eee PE ee Ls BUT ee ee ee a 12.50 
A794: lays a Ce ans oy sets ie mcon doer Greek ce Cee cere ee eee ee 12.50 
1794 Hays 14 Bear oc ge Se es a a RL cee ee ale ites Vea) eae 2.00 
1794 Hayeolb. About Goods so cock cr coberive winera alain reese rercns rerio 2.50 


T7OR: Playa UB Wood oon ao cies ce eee else oh ep aden settee peice retenca etre eer i 3.00 
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Leta CMLL Me CHOU metarcicne y \ikra¥ oN Soci e koe falcon ok 6h va ee adeg ehh. tthes 1.50 
1794 Hays 17 Very Good, but scratched in field behind head. .... 5.00 
PRme eter e et tee VOPY DO0 ly cs ond cea S eid nee bs ean none. 6.00 
Hist CTW Me ae TW Yas a a no 2.00 
Beer Oe s Set ee eis ig. ge wa ee ak kG kh bbc bid wo be eee erie cn 
eee Ee) G0 6 be es Uae vv bv ws ped hei ee aed 12.50 
i PASVl Le Psi gyan CHG) OX [ance ty Ase i eae he eee en en 2.50 
Mae met uvistier OMA OIL te GOOG se acts Ciel cic a 0s ok & alge ocus cid. ee eek 4.00 
pT AV EMO OOE 6 sysieuaisieia-e x Bite Wailers Lddasten Sy ua gous arabe Abed Amc cet ON aa 1.b0 
ete ee LLU char VON Van OO ULI cise tess Sadie arses eile 15% 4h ge duis ow ioua” dh arde arwiwenpad 9.00 
Rte AV ey TOU ey aise xe eee a 8 MARR a) SEE Pee el er, arene (al 
iiua Haye oo) Weir .<.... Ete ea ee areas ay eee a oe Sek are aS 2.50 
eR OAR EMG OTE gS oh OG wea Vc, bx A 8 Se Mars dorm gv deen Gk Le 56 
iv2e) Hayeeou Good, hut pitted by corrosion ............2...%sess.e.: 4.50 
eM MEDIDA AER R Oe he dy. deals a's 8.2, deel Ss tee Res asa PMO hen ove oeaketen we 3.00 
Meee MUCH Maser MILLE ee ie cae pk rare ol cise igs eso. bah atayew coolers ung e 7.50 
1794 Hays 39 Extremely Fine, ane scratched on obverse......... 12.50 
eee EL ee OOTY LING: ethics 1 eI U “cancer ey woe elece eu wheels sui dou hao 0 
ea VA Oe ETE CTOOU ms <2 ak 5 ky @alecsvare alc-pre ede om ate ewe Sis hea. 8.00 
eee Vea a MOO, 02 4c6)0%% Sue oes acd sats RE Reet aaa tor ah ee 5.00 
ian ba yeee de POOL 5 .:<405.60606 sss SWE A COR LPR RO toe caer Tere aera Re wus 
eames th a WEN s GOO. peste osrsve arte esd bie'e oS ae obs ule ewe een 2.50 
Es Tome Lee een CONC) event ce teu<dae s S aaa het es Rick ocd ay eee Oe 200 
iam caved bo Mair... csc ws + LIE Ss Oe aS whe ea Ea ana coms ray het Gea eRe 1.00 
ILVEGYEE AEDS slo Ue Teton 2s ceive 8 tare Sty pelt oe ae ic en es ee 265.0) 
ape me ea cee Coe N EINE Mer Oi ing tees oe ce ¥ le Geena ah'a clone Secs g 4 dhe wikia Ming 15.00 
1794 Hays 48 Very Good, but NGMCTICeEn TC IM oe ecu tate Gye dr ek 1.00 
area eee NOUN i fa CRT oe alg ook sd Se a 4 Boa gas bona aad See 10.00 
RISE ovis ee he Halts Wehner Pee cited ane Bie s Se sie hole “rele 0! elon Oe al eheveles cob 3.00 
Deum my AMOI GO OMe a ..2s Gu cis, s vue wtel hua oc bicoealclors gine wunee se 4.00 
1jo4 Hays 60) About Good, but edge dented ........0..55.0-+a06% 3.00 
(wt ay seo GOO sais: 5 £ EeERC PO AE TOE Oa tee aD Sete 5.00 
ee ee Ea mera eA OU RCO OCs, see cet css ow sie wig este wealeue ew Wiss equa ae ate 3.00 
IU OUS SSRN UTS SIE YI h gtcee Nt a er A rn en a eae a 2.00 
UNTIL CLS AAS 7 S PALA Wl pte a lA ne 2.00 
ius LlavsenoGoOd DI COLE CONtTGM: ; 2.4... ees. ote sak ewes nen 4.00 
Meee Pe CUED EL Sig at ante eee hy, Wg, idk Samcdte 4 Bo sr'b kM Canaee. and Suara at pee 5.00 
IL C2GR TRIER DUP aE hea ee Pam ae" eae a Fe ene re mW ee ae 1.50 
aries eam I ELV AMON cute se ears, cv et od Wires bd a fovea alec cedcan's (pl dea ates ae ee 4.00 





Coin Week 


Coin Week was originated in this office and we know the coin collectors 
throughout the country are.interested in the exhibitions. It gives them an 
opportunity to get acquainted with new collectors in their vicinities, and to 
show their coins before the general public. Many public institutions are glad 
to provide the space and give free advertising and publicity. 

We have set the week of February 11 to 16 inclusive to be known as 
“Coin Week’’ this year. We would like to have as many reports in our office 
as possible by March Ist, so that we may devote a good part of one of our 
Coin Bulletins to the exhibitions throughout the country. 

If you have already planned for this years celebration we would be 
pleased to hear from you so we can get the general public to assist in these 
exhibitions. 
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The St. Gaudens Twenties 


It was President Theodore Roosevelt who started the move for coin types 
of greater beauty and originality than the rather mechanical designs sup- 
plied for many years by the regular engravers of the mint. Nor is this in- 
tended as a criticism of the abilities of the mint personnel. The very men 
whose coin designs had followed stiffly the somewhat conventional precedents 
established, often proved themselves to have real artistic capacity when 
working on some of the commemorative issues or on the various medals 
issued by the mint. But in the regular issues they showed a natural tendency 
to remain within the boundaries forced upon them by the narrow limits of the 
low relief considered necessary for modern coins. 

In 1905 Augustus St. Gaudens, then among the most eminent of Ameri- 
can sculptors met President Roosevelt at a dinner in Washington. Their 
conversation turned upon the beauty of Greek coins modeled in high relief. 
Characteristically the President asked why coins of equal beauty were not 
produced today. The upshot of the talk came sometime later when Mr. St. 








St. Gaudens’ Double Eagle 


Gaudens undertook to make models for coins of several denominations. The 
best known of these is that which since 1907 has been used for our twenty 
dollar gold pieces, though the coins themselves as finally issued at the United 
States mint show a marked divergence from the first models as made by the 
artist. He had followed his original idea of attempting to reproduce the bold 
effect of ancient Greek coins and cleverly adapted his design to the needs of 
modern coinage by raising the rim of the piece to such an extent as to give 
equal thickness both at the edge and center of the coin. 

Dies from this first design were made and eleven pieces struck, one of 
which is now in the collection in the National Museum in Washington, 

The relief, however, was so high as to make it impossible to strike the 
coins with one blow. It was this mechanical difficulty, not, as popularly sup- 
posed, because the coins would not stack that resulted in the preparation of 
new dies of the same design but slightly lower relief, and it is the coins, 
several thousand of which were issued from these second dies, that are now 
known as the ‘“‘high-relief’’ twenties eagerly sought by collectors, 

Even these later coins proved difficult to manufacture and again the 
relief was lowered to where it has stayed ever since and it is still used for 
our largest regular gold coin, which in spite of its departure from the high 
relief ideals of the sculptor and Mr. Roosevelt remains one of our most 
beautiful numismatic triumphs. 
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Bargain List of Foreign Copper Coins 





Because of the low prices at which the coins on this special bargain 
list are offered, we cannot accept orders for less than $2.00 worth at one 
time and all orders must be accompanied by remittance of cash, check or 
money order. Any coins not satisfactory to the purchaser may be returned 
and the price will be refunded but none of the pieces on this ‘‘bargain list” 
will be sent on approval. 


ine eesrien Worth Borneo. 1. cent. Unc. .o. . cnc accdsacvdeceld 25 
Lesoencanadan ai conte eVietornia. “UWmG. ~ oy ge oc eka i uly woelnlee ee wens .10 
ae pcan acent. Victoria. UME. usc. < sow aes sles cule ees aD 
Leg Canada. 1scent, Victoria, “Une: (6... bccc cue mseccemee ws eit) 
oUG eames Uecenta WiGtoria. “WMG <s , uss cee sous 0dea ce ucdee. .10 


(Note: We have Canadian one cent pieces of many other dates 
in the same condition and at the same prices.) 


PV Ganada. lL cent. Edward VII. Une. St year .......<.«.. Lh 
IveOanaddae i Cent. ol cent. (Georse Ve Uns .. <4 4 seins + suo eo 10 
LAS Ev ote me CONtane Geone en Vio UMC es ce ik nie ord ote whe acces ae eos 5018 0) 
ae NIN Tce OG, MILTIRCEAs,.. 4 + dicws sue meee ev. pugs. scone crate wes tars Salty: 
RS a rTM RESTORE OTe PLLC ys 5) sys oc as su cuss aye fel oe OX wie as eh acdsee al) 
1827 French Colonies. 10 centimes. Charles X. Fine .......... Lh 
1829 French Colonies. 10 centimes. Charles X. Very fine ...... 15 
1839 French Colonies. 10 centimes. Louis Philippe. Une. ...... 30 
1839 French Colonies. 5 centimes. Louis Philippe. Very fine .... s20 
is0eeGipraltam di quart: Keeling token, Fine ..:....¢3% 56.5. 290 
1820° Gibraltar. i quarto. Spittle’s token. Very good .......... 20 
lea, Guernsey. 4 doubles. Very 200d F...56 sce cb cium ecce e @ pte te es ~ AL. 
Lote ior nesyvan ye MOUS. SING 52 2. cddecd.c a turk anaes G eep aisckalne yee 25 
ees AeA e MeL CT ATOU ee | LIMIC,: coher Ge ak altars suisid an w eps 8 saree eieyipis otiay oF el 3} 
PiaieuaAstelmaia Go. MWowmlepices Fx, GN 2. hw Ae ces ws aac ee lees 25 
Laie meast india Co. Lon vadras. 10 cash. Bx fine .;1....5.20..-- 15 
Leave east Lodia Co, tor Bombay. Yanna. Fiime ....26. 2008 wwe sas: 
1833 Bast India Co. for Bombay. %anna. Very good ........... 0 
1808 Italy. 1 soldo. Napoleon as King of Italy. Very fine ....... 25 
So ielsaly. cent. Victor Hmmaniurel Il. Wine: .....0.....0.5.. .10 
1so7  lialye= L0ceents Victor’ Hmmanuel Il) Wes ...-....8. 00a 3. 
PovVumligiv ene Cont. Lumbert Ie Wine: oe. .c 6 sce ere 4 ws eels w were Sate) 
eet Vee eOl tam EWM Ort ls. (ANG ve ..3 4 4 dsc aeram wierasav oe w ermere .10 
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UML Celun ELIMbette Te VAYNGe ce ois eal aaa cud ale so aves > pales 
rouse 2ocent.. Victor Mimmannel IIL. Bine ...40 «ss. case .10 
1911 Italy. 10 cent. Victor Emmanuel III. Anniversary issue. 

TUE YA Came RPT SP Pe eee ane Foro Genie: (ass) dates sn ca SMO Se DDL war Rap at EAL BUS) aan eed 20 
PeUGMoOmOvem(Imatan oe sama, BING, 4... .6 ss cee hes wo sce ee ees cL 0 
IRENE(SC elie TEV ee IPO Sat ath She) 0 0 ee re a rer ee eas yall; 
ieee GS y ae lool eA ANE We EIN Ce ey iy a andl coor a eee ee eunveia wits Fae 
ee MES ey em ee eS EAT TU ee A TNCs wy eS aica'o Mauer Fescd a wie she ats dp agwiscsls was LO 
Le USE Vemma lise oe SELTIL TIE eMC N LING. of. cox Sess G avec, ¢ lk) Sie wer eran ow Hueheteue 8 .10 
1924 Lebanon. 2 piastres. Aluminum bronze. Fine. .......... .20 
1924 Lebanon. 5 piastres. Aluminum bronze. Fine. ............ bea) 
eee mente em | CONG om RT Lean s.r nts he ich Bl gee! arate aie! He. erat 25 
1806 Lucca. 5 cent. Felix & Elisa, sister of Napoleon. Une. .... Bio) 
1806 Lucca. aS SA Me Nee 70) ATMO Peo es. ts aioe nud onal 4, Sais wire we, ES oo 
er Meee CC Here Tce Ta IE WEG. 6 95 case wie he Side RA Diclte cra ee Siweeee 20 
1876 Malta. ae CER Th eee LEO ay en Pat etme. ur wil eet wawiie ta ocd eae ald 
N; D; Morocco, 25 centimes, Nickel, Very good. 22.04.5650. 000. 0 
Del ae VLOvOCCO MMe Eran am NTCK GL. GBITLGs: siete «6 asl eis ye sree, 6.5) 05 00 Bes: 


1810 Naples & Sicily. 2 grana. Murat, brother-in-law of Napoleon, 
HiRe TG boweeafonn asec Hovls(s i WG {0(0 6 Dur eg Pee ere aire re ae rea pcm ewer a .30 
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810. Naples & Sicily. 3 erana. Very B00 me eta cw ec he een 
1857 New Zealand. 1 penny token. Archibald Clark. Good. 

1864 New Zealand. 1 penny token. B: Gittos, “Good, .-....-. 4. 
1872 New Zealand. 1 penny token. Thames Hotel. Good. ........ 
1861 Nova Scotia 1 & % cent. Patterns. Unc. Set of two. ........ 
INST Papal states: ~ 214) baioctho. Very. OO. wnt. c ys eee ere 
1799 Papalsstates: - ih batocchiog “Very 2o0Od ona ee ees 
E20 Papale states, “lI paloceho?: “Wines 2... oe cn eel. ene eee 
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L346 apal staves« say SHATOCEINOs.” WINCy saan eons aioe eon en eee 
Lo47 Papal States. +6. baeloccho. sine lige > che cises einen ston otceens mo 
L849) ‘Papal States, “6 baloccho, | Very 2OOdmey aos. cies sy era 
LS Sepak Stabes. sh (PalOeenol IMCS as cys ote caste aeaeieter oh cot ee eae 
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LO Papal states: 3. baroceho: “Um =, 22 ce aes eee ee eee 
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1350 Papal States,” lp baiceeho. Rome 225 2 a ee ees 
Leo Panal States? qu baiocchoa Tine. os hos eects wey oe ae ee 
Sb ibapal States. | 9 batocchion © Umer... oe sent ee mene Ree 
1gbl Papal States.’ 6 baioccho. Very’ goods 2... .. ma. se ee 
Looe. Papal States, =o palocehoc | Wie: &. oa. -..iee wa hereon eee ey eee 
ikp5o. Papal States: 2abaloceho. ~UleGs, «5 ssa ce eel ee See 
Ios Papal states, “fF uibaloceho. Wiles’... 2. eee 
L854 Papal States, 6 ‘baloccho,, “Very. fine, . 2. 4.54 +. ase eee 
1866 Papal States. 5 baioceho.. Very fine, 2...) ....... 04) oe 


1866 Papal States. 2 soldi. Portrait of Pius IX, last pove to issue 
POURS ONG pars oa ep ees ney at aneed Cos a ee ne a 
L567. Papal States) eoldie SNC. ai. oacesce ore cere ee eee 
1867 Papal States. 1 soldi. Fine. 
Leo. Papal. States.) 4. soldi. = UWmcr).. a <.oce c en ee ee 
1870 Parazuay. 1 centavo. Ex, fine 
1870 Paraguay. 2 centavo. Ex. fine 
1870 Paraguay. 1 centavo. Ex. fine 


1830 Parma. 3 cent. Under Maria Louisa, widow of Napoleon. Unc. 


Leeo Perma, b  oents. “UmGs 5 cise «ek erste ails ote cae e eee 
(1919) Persia. 5 shahi. Nickel. Fine 
CL9LS> “Persia.. 2 shaht. “Nickel, «Wine —).4.% .lscws. eee ee 
1917 Portugal. 4 centavos. Nickel. Fine 
LD RGA ek SRO TIGG ay heen 5 ot ta, te he ge oe ee 
1791 Russia. 5 kopeck. Very good 
Les Sata wale. o 2 Cent *. Goods: oo .c were. a. osels. okt ac triha orden een aero 
1889 Sarawak. 1 cent. Very good 
LS2 parcinia. ougent. Lee... were eec< ar ore otis ces ee cee ee 
1833 Saxony. 1 pfennig. Une. 


1768 Siberia. 5 kopecks. [0] 0) i eras eR arent ine aoe ae Rye ent bk e 
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LS Siciine MS: COTNesT. 5 (UNG. x pcos, Nee a tee ake eC es ee 
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1819 Sicily. 5 tornesi. Fine but with planchet defect ............ 
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L839 piclly. 2 tornesiy Uner 25.4 sas ere ere ee CA Src eS 
Loi “Sicily: “bh tornesi.. “Very.ccitie. oo s.. sce yee ma cle ewan sige ie ee 
L845 Sicily, “2 tornest— > Very fis... ols ae ee 
L847 “Sicily. WO wOrnesl. . Very er eOOds wr, pecs ce0cie cate cee eee ee 
L864 Sicily.- 10. torneslS “Very eoow lk aes see ee 


L867 sicily. - Loe tormesivs (MOO iis orn wile errno ka ec ce 
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1859 Sicily. 10 tornesi. Very fine. Last year of Ferdinand II ..... esas: 
1859 Sicily. 10 tornesi. First year of Francis II. Unc. ......... ry 
LSo9 Sicily. “2 tornesi, Une. ........ Cereal serail gs cal ete I cS dn ee 25 
Lisle Slerre leone: I GGnt, HWS fine: 420.5. view o ccecch nde eke 50 
ESOC eOuMmMalven ede itepame. WING 2. . s4< 6 oes ecec os eutctocabeee.. 20 
DLCs COOL 6 eel S SATIS: 5 od sd aoywvc ete bla Sy wea Son ce ok oO 
feteoweaen. 2 ekilling.” Charles XIV. Good ....-... seen seus .30 
ODES EGON el GeSK TM e, eHIWE Sis cbic cis odd ves eases coe eee ex at, 
USES WOU ON sar ose GST. 8 COOU: ce cts. chore ow oS creme imi adhe ok 20 
See Wwoden.. 96 eBRIINe. (GOO os co oe eccc sce coves ocelnn eben 20 
Poste swede. one SRN ne. CADtS-2O00. if ev cic. how eee ord eGR bik ele 15 
1845 Sweden. %% skilling. 2 LDL O{S oct Me. Ree aati t OME Se Em oe em .20 
eto weden., 56 sicilling..8 Good) oo; +o. as ecu honcho oe ee ees cea 20 
Lop Le oWweOel moss askiiling. | Good 5... cc cvs. aces css oc aides ior. 225 
Danae weet ree BINS. © GOOG: yo acts vo o a wk Fre Che Oem obs 35 
Lee ewe Otiammeone ks I ime., §§OOde sa.0. 235.6 Gwe ek s-s shee es btn 15 
PCC CU ware ONO. BOG ic & sist e ku. acres soles nen the Ona .15 
eae mn ier ORs VG cals done Sax bone wm, 5G -al> Sv ar em 4 ade 20 
OPER MS VOC ES cr peda COI eae me INN GER. acy crs ye Gubie goes nc Socks cocks ew 6s Leto L wc c bic Sky 
Leet eee TONGe NING) a. 2s ats adie k ea wie OSs ede nh cee ween pa 5 
1858 Sweden. 5 ore. BT OL OY | 2: ery ae tOey uet Sua mec aen 2 Score Rea are TE i ee ae ams 
1919 Tunis. 6 centimes. Nickel; Very good ...........<s40%08 peal 
2919 Tunis. 25 centimes. Nickel. Very good ...........--.sseue- 15 
PP teLiscativen se SOULS “(OOG.-. fic seca siyesarn smears f adielas coogteo 40 
Prem cmc. © ty eemtimie, “WING, ob. 55) 6 ee a kee cae cee hae 20 


New Chinese Mint 


At a cost of $3,000,000 the new Nationalist Government mint, located 
within Shanghai’s International Settlement, is expected to be neady for oper- 
ation by next March 1. The mint will have a capacity of about 2,000,000 
silver dollars daily, in addition to a considerable amount of subsidiary coins. 

Sun Yat-sen dollars, those bearing the likeness of the late patriot, are 
to be the special product of the mint immediately after opening. The mint 
is to be under the direction of the Nationalist Government and a committee 
of Chinese bankers. 

The Government has announced that after this mint is opened it is 
planned to close the mints at Hangchow and Nanking. The Government 
also plans to make the silver dollar the basis of the currency system, abolish- 
ing the tael, a theoretical unit of silver governing all exchange and business 
transactions at present.—(From the New York Evening Sun.) 


The Small Notes 


New details about the smaller paper currency which is to be issued next 
year were given by Secretary Mellon in his annual report. 

The new size for the currency is 6 5/16 by 2 11/16 inches. The prin- 
ciple of denominational designs has been strictly followed. The back designs 
are uniform for each denomination, irrespective of kind. The face designs 
likewise are characteristic for each denomination as regards the important 
protective features, with only sufficient variation in detail to indicate the 
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kind. Five kinds of paper currency are now issued—twUnited States notes, 
silver certificates, gold certificates, Federal Reserve notes and national bank 
notes. The new designs of the reduced size will initially affect all issuable 
denominations of all these kinds except national bank notes. 

The Treasury seals and the serial numbers will be imprinted in the fol- 
lowing colors: Silver certificates, blue; United States notes, red; gold cer- 
tificates, yellow; Federal reserve notes, Green, National bank notes, brown.— 
(From the New York Times.) 


New Irish Coins 


An important event in the modern history of numismatics—the issue 
of an entirely novel series of eight coins—-provide the people of the Irish 
Free State with a new currency. 

According to a statement by Dr. Thomas Bodkin, one of the committee 
responsible for them, the designs are symbolical of the natural wealth of 
Ireland. The obverse of every coin shows a harp, but the reverses are rep- 
resentations respectively of an Irish hunter, a salmon, a bull, an Irish wolf 
hound, a hare, a hen with chicks, a sow with a litter, and woodcock. 

The pattern of each coin was chosen separately, but in every case the 
committee unanimously chose designs which were afterwards found to be 
the work of one man, Percy Metcalf, a young Yorkshire sculptor. The de- 
signs themselves and the motives which made the committee select them 
represent a delightful blending of wit and humor. 

Upon the,half crown, the most valuable of the series, it was decided to 
show the Irish hunter, a horse famous throughout the world. The florin, 
similar to the half crown in size, is made as unlike as possible by the choice 
of the salmon, which apart from the beauty of its form, has an important 
place in Irish legend. It was decided to place the bull upon the shilling to 
face in the opposite direction from the horse. 

As the sixpence and threepenny bit are both of nickel and otherwise 
commonly associated, their association is emphasized by putting the hound 
on the sixpence and the hare on the threepenny bit. To the penny, since it 
is the coin most frequently used by the woman of the house and her children, 
the committee gave the representation of the hen with her chicks. 

For the halfpenny, despite unfair ridicule with which that noble and 
useful animal is often associated, the committee decided to favor the pig, 
which is depicted with a litter. For the farthing, Mr. Metcalf designed an 
exquisite woodcock—-a bird beloved of sportsmen, shy, scarce and elusive, 
like the farthing itself. 

As the government had ruled that the inscription on the coins must be 
Irish only, the denomination of each coin has been indicated by numerals 
as well as words. 

Criticism of the religious symbols upon the coins was met by Dr. Bod- 
kin with this phrase: 

“Imagine two loafers at the bar of a public house tossing as to which 
of them should pay for drinks according to whether the image of Saint 
Bridget came uppermost or not.’’——(From the New York Times.) 
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New Ecuador Coins 


We have received specimens of the new coinage for Ecuador the expect- 
ed appearance of which was announced in one of the early numbers of the 


> : a ; 
Bulletin. The set as received consists of three pieces of silver and one of 





Eecuado ondor gold 


gold. The silver coins are all of the same type differing only in size and 
denomination. They are the half, one and two sucre pieces of which we 
illustrate the latter. They were struck at the Philadelphia Mint and have the 
whole word PHILADELPHIA prominently displayed on the reverse. The 
gold was struck by The Mint, Ltd., Birmingham and have BIRMINGHAM 
on the reverse. 

This new issue is to include three minor denominations in pure nickel 





Mcecuador, 


but these have not yet been placed in circulation. The price of the silver set 


of three pieces is $1.25 plus postage and insurance. The price of the gold 
piece is $10.00. 
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Renew Your Subscription! 


The tollowing has been received from a subscriber to the Bulletin. 


Enclosed find check for $1.00 payment of Bulletin for the cominz 
year. 

I for one am well pleased with the Bulletin in its present form and 
always wait anxiously for it each month. 

I can’t collect as many coins as I would like to, but I can collect 
a good deal of worth while knowledge and enjoyment from all publi- 
cations pertaining to coins in general, especially the Bulletin. 


Such a letter is pleasant to receive as evidence that our new form of 
the Bulletin is appreciated. We have received many others like it and are 
encouraged, therefore, to remind our subscribers that the end of the year is 
approaching and that subscriptions for the next year will soon be due. We 
know that it is difficult to secure renewals witiout sending out letters and 
bills, but we hope the Builetin jas proved so attractive during its exis- 
tence that its readers will be eager to send in their dollars for the ensuinz 
year without further notice thus insuring themselves against any inter- 
ruption in the regular receipt of the Bulletin. Renewals must be received 
before February first or your Bulletin wil] be discontinued, 

We do not promise that we will make the Bulletin any better in the 
future but we are going to make it a publication which will be looked for- 
ward to and enjoyed by all coin collectors. 


California Gold Dollars 


OCTAGONAL 


1853 Obv. Liberty Head to left surrounded by 8 small stars. 
Rev. 1 Dollar 1853 in three lines within a circle of dots. 
Outside circle at top California Gold. Below, DERI. 


VOPry, O00 ine vs Sr ee mie wa eae ae 4.00 
1853 The same. About fine but with scratches above head on 
ODVOTHG 0 es toreee ate ee iba enen Oy kas ra keeere cen yee De unec TR ee 200 


1853 Obv. Liberty Head as above but surrounded by 10 stars. 
Rey. 1 Dollar 1853 in three lines within a circle of dots. 
Outside circle California Gold the words separated by 


two stars: > Below F.oD> sGo0 Gd icc wens eee ee 6.00 
1853 The same. Very good but reverse lightly struck. ......... 5.00 
1853 Obv. Liberty Head as above but surrounded by 13 stars. 


Rey. 1 Dollar 1853 in three lines within a circle of dots. 
Outside the circle California Gold the words separated 
by a small ornament of four dots. Below N. Fine. 

LO08' LS, “same OV ETy. SOO Cie sci et et cet arent ee eee 
1854 Obvy. Liberty Head as above surrounded by 10 stars. 

Rev. 1 Dollar 1854 in three lines within a circle of dots. 
Outside the circle California Gold the words separated 
by a-star, Below DD, “Ver 200d. ee eee 3000 


.00 
.50 


we 





1854 


1858 
1863 


Note 


1854 


1870 


1870 


1874 
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Obv. Liberty Head as above surrounded by 13 stars. ; 

Rev. 1 Dollar 1854 in three lines within a wreath. Outside 
the wreath California Gold the words separated by 
an ornament of four dots. Below two ornaments of 
VGC OG cum OLY CLO OC pes erciat 4 don cn iiein End barat he Ja cw alend 

Obv. Liberty Head as above surrounded by 10 stars. 

Rev. 1 Dollar 1855 in three lines within a circle of dots. 
Outside circle California Gold the words separated by 
easter, Below, HW DD) Very Sood. <.<..2..4.4>. s+ en% 

Obv. Liberty Head as above surrounded by 13 stars. 

Rev. 1 Dollar 1855 in three lines within a wreath. Above 
Calitornia Gold. At right. N. R. Very fine, .......... 

Obv. Liberty Head surrounded by 13 stars. Below head K. 

Rev. 1 Dollar 1858 in three lines within a wreath. Above 
California; Below Gold. Very fime: ..4......:..<.<. 

The same. | iovotal, © 2" 2 Sealer Guerre eee? ihe eae er ene ee 

Oby. Liberty Head surrounded by 13 stars. 

Rev. 1 Dollar 1863 in three lines within a circle of dots. 
Outside circle California above; Gold below. Extreme- 
att Cure OMA SO Aye wb bh Fev. ee ars 2 oe hohe 

Obv. Liberty Head surrounded by 13 stars. Below bust G. 

Rev. Gold 1 Dollar 1868 in four lines within a wreath. 
AK aLOn as EA DOULSSOOU syne sae s sos ine nae ais 

DOMeraAs lash OXCODlLeLor Cate.» Rimes 2...u.c.6.00056 sore gee 

Obv. Liberty Head surrounded by 13 stars. Below bust G. 

Rev. 1 Dollar 1870 in three lines within a wreath. Outside 
wreatneGalnornia, Gold) above. Pine. ....2 i. s60 one c 

STAI CMmnNS LTTE eM CKO) em eet eee ce dds) ce gy 8 Ae apd oleh 

Obv. Liberty Head surrounded by 13 stars. Below bust G. 
Date in exergue. 

Rev. 1 Dollar in two lines within a wreath. Outside wreath 
GuiiiOrnia(Oldera DOV: gE TM@s 2 c,.; 0 cla ais cle misie ci pe 

Obv. Indian Head surrounded by 13 stars. Date in exergue. 

Rev. 1 Dollar within a wreath. Outside wreath California 
Leen lal Fen aVoite fs Site haisi 0 Wa ee Cmts peo) gM Seg A an Sr Hem Rr Sy 

BHU RIS AST rOXCODE OMG aALG., SCING. ya.cc - cteceus, oss ee syeldwiere 

SANLGEASeLASte ORCC DL TON Ua COs are tsiis, stu so levoils bins alee ae + weve 

Obv. Liberty Head surrounded by 13 stars. Date in exergue. 

Rey. 1 Dollar in two lines within a wreath. Outside wreath 
Galitorninn GoOlaaabuvier STOOL, Go. 6 n<cu% bese oy poke eens 

The same as pieces dated 1873 except for date. Fine. 


ROUND 


Ol o> 


oe 


w ce 


Ck UT 





.50 


:—The Round California Dollars are much scarcer than the octagonal 


pieces and our stock of them is necessarily limited. We can, how- 


ever offer the following rare and interesting specimens. 


Obv. Liberty Head surrounded by 13 stars. Below bust F D. 

Rev. 1 Dollar 1854 in three lines within a wreath. Out- 
Sine swreslti Caliiornia Gold? Good: . . yh. 6 au 6 s+ were 8 arene 

Oby. Liberty Head surrounded by 13 stars. Below bust G. 
Date in exergue. 

Rev. 1 Dollar in two lines within a wreath. Outside wreath 
SIT CTI ACH OCMC LIL Gye 2 ciGt ole fe 8 | oie ces aus. dow ae Te toca Ga toonn 

Oby. Liberty Head surrounded by 13 stars. 

Rey. 1 Dollar 1870 in three lines within a wreath. Outside 
WirSaboGalicOnmia Atoll DINGS , oe. eccuscs wie os 0 ects oye ee 

Obv. Indian Head surrounded by 13 stars. Date in exergue. 

Rev. 1 Dollar in two lines within a wreath. Outside wreath 
[eybiienaaw le TExoN Cc lo. UNG 02s a enews Care ter Een ied ne eeu tea ne 


.50 


.00 
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A Filipino Mule 


To the ordinary person a mule is one of those much maligned but 
useful animals whom a great American once referred to as having “no 
pride in its ancestry and no hope for its posterity’. To a coin collector, 
however, a ‘“‘mule’’ an object of eager search and the possession of one often 
a source of much satisfaction. 

A numismatie ‘“‘mule’’ is a coin struck from two dies which were not 
originally intended to be used together as a pair. These coin freaks have 
occurred from time to time since the earliest days of numismatic history. 
Indeed they were perhaps more frequent in ancient times than at present 
for when dies were hand made it was a long and tedious process to make a 
new one and the use of another die to replace one suddenly broken was 
more or less natural in case of emergency. 

Modern mints with their more systematic methods of operation and 
their greater facility in the production of dies by mechanical means seldom 
use dies not intended for the same coin. When they do it is generally 
through error and the result is almost always a rare piece, for the error is 
quickly corrected. 

A numismatie mule of special interest to Americans is one which came 
out of the San Francisco mints a few years ago, in 1918 to be exact. At that 
time the western mint was undertaking the task of striking an issue of 
coins for the Philippine Islands, whose coins from the time they came into 
American Possession until the establishment of the Manila Mint were all 
struck fn the United States. 

This Filipino mule was a nickel five cent piece. For some reason, how- 
ever, in striking it the die used for the obverse was one of those intended 
for use in striking the silver twenty cent pieces which are in use in our 
island colonies. The reverse die was the regular five cent piece die. Ap- 
parently the error was not noticed until a large number of coins had been 
struck for the mules were sent out for circulation and the few specimens 
that we have seen have all been in use and are more or less worn. 

The mules may be distinguished from the regular issues by the fact 
that the shield which forms the principal feature of the obverse design is 
much larger in proportion to the size of the coin than that on the ordinary 
five cent pieces. 


Selected Foreign Gold 


Abyssinia. 20 franes gold. Bust of Menelik II. (1889-1913) 


Reve Liaw, OL rudd. eRe. (C40 ek oe ee ee 25.00 
Albania. 100 frances gold. 1927. Bust of Amet Zogu (now king) 
as president. Uncirculated. CAS BO) 9 Bice eterno ee es 27.50 


Austria. 4 ducats gold. 1915. Bust of Emperor Franz Joseph. 
Size of silver dollar but thinner, A showy piece. Proof. 


CANT OD I cea a” a. Ver vs Pane, yale ene ara tet ere eh at ce ns to oer ae ee earns 12.00 
Wine: Ca OUS dic) ss «elk pee oben an ee oe cies ee ee 5.50 
Belgium. 1 ducat gold. 1849. Warrior in armor. V. F. (3067).. 2.50 
Cuba: 2 pesos’ gold, 1916. -Very fine. (S076). 2. see ee eee 2.50 
Danish West Indies. 4 daler gold. 1904. Interesting coin of - 
the most recently acquired possession of the United States. 7.50 
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Ecuador. 1 condor gold. 1928. A new South American gold 
issue. Uncirculated. 
Finland. 20 markka gold. 1903. Issued for Finland as a part 
of the Russian Empire. Very good. 
Finland. 100 markka gold. 1926. Issued for the independent 
republie of Finland. Uncirculated 
Finland. 200 markka gold. 1926. Uncirculated. 
France. 20 francs gold. 1914. Coinage of Louis XVIII for the 
short period between Napoleon’s first abdication and his 
return from exile on the island of Elba. Very good. 
France. 20 francs gold. 1822. Louis XVIII. Very good. 
France. 20 franes gold. 1852. Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, 


France. 100 francs gold. 1910. Regular coinage of the Third 

Republic. Very fine. 
German East Africa. 15 rupees. Uncirculated. 
Great Britain. 1 guinea gold. 1680. Issue of King Charles II. 


Sie ay MCSE Ch CL MN ER, is we ete ae, syra's. 2a Ve. pa: cada yout ede 'a's och hes ona es 


Great Britain. 
Great Britain. 
Great Britain. 
Great Britain. 


guinea go!d. Issue of George II. V. G. 
guinea so'd. Issue of George III. Fine. 
spade guinea fold. 1794. Fine. 
sovereigns gold. 1887. Jubilee issue of Queen 


Noe ee 


VWietOiides LIne Dit slilesnt nick on e@dee. vo «5.6% as eo os oo se ws 


Great Britain. 5 sovereigns gold. 1887. Fine. 
Great Britain. 5 sovereigns gold. 1893. Last type of coinage 

for queen Victoria. Fine. 
Great Britain. 5 sovereigns gold. 1902. Coronation issue 

of Edward VII. Fine. 
Great Britain. 5 sovereigns gold. 1911. Coronation issue of 

George V. Proof surface. 
Greece. 20 drachmas gold. 1884. Fine. 
Holland. 10 guiden. sold. 1837. William first. 
India. 10 rupees go'd. 1870. Queen Victoria. Very fine and 


MINGy as eo oes 
Italy. 20 lire gold. 1809 Like last. Very good. 
Italy. 100 lire gold. Fascist issue. Sand blast proof. 
Monaco. 100 franes gold. Extremely fine. 
Newfoundland. 2 dollars gold. 1881, 1882 or 1888. Fine. 
Philippines. 1 peso go'd. 1862, 1863, 1864 or 1868. Fine 
Poland. 10 zloty gold. 1925. Uncirculated 
Prussia. 5 thaler gold. 1796. Good. 
Prussia. 5 marks gold. 1878. Fine 
Roumania. 25 lei. gold. 1906. Carol I in uniform. Fine. 
Roumania. 50 lei. gold. 1906. . Jubilee issue Fine. 
San iMarino 20 lire. gold. 1925. Uncirculated. 
San Marino. 10 lire gold. 1925. Uncirculated. 
Sardinia. 20 lire gold. 1835. Fine and searce. 
South Africa. 1 pound gold. 1897. President Kruger. Fine. 
Spain. 100 pesetas. gold. Alphonso XIII. Very fine. 





New York Paper Money. 


Seeee. tO Se 0 ee Bee Se, OS Poe 8 Se ew 6 Owe ee 


Italy. 40 lire gold. 1808. Emperor Napoleon as King of Italy. 


Switzerland, 100 tranes, cold. 1925, Umneirculated. ........5..% 
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We are interested in purchasing (or if not for sale, in trading) all Bank 
Notes pertaining to any period of New York State, particularly the County 
of Westchester. If you have anything of this character or know of anyone 


who has, we would appreciate hearing from you. 
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Nn rite tori 
The Brashear Doubloon 


In spite of the fabulous values which the uninitiated attribute to old 
coins, there are really not so many pieces whose price might be considered 
staggering and the more than thirty thousand dollars recently paid at an 
auction sale for the unique British Guiana stamp is five times greater than 
ever paid for a coin at public sale. 

The so called ‘‘Brashear Doubloon” that has the distinction of reaching 
the record price among coins of sixty-two hundred dollars is one of six 
specimens now known to exist. It is of gold, about sixteen dollars of bullion 
value. It was struck in 1787 by a New York jeweler named Ephriam 
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Brashear Doubloon. 


Brashear and was one of private issue about the purpose of which con- 
siderable uncertainty still exists. Probably it was not intended for general 
use but was made in gold by the jeweler as an impressive example of his 
workmanship at a time when he wished to secure a concession from the state 
for the right to strike copper cents which had been authorized by the legis- 
lature. 

There is, however, some evidence that the Brashear doubloons were 
issued for actual exchange at the same value as the Spanish doubloons 
Which were the principal gold coins circulating in the newly organized 
States during the few years just previous to the establishment of the regular 
United States currency and the opening of the government mint in 1793. 

An interesting story attaches to the finding of one specimen of this 
famous coin. Some workmen digging a cellar on South Broad Street, Phila- 
delphia in 1897 found two metalic discs deeply buried in the soil. One of 
these was a much worn five cent piece and the other apparently of brass. 
The finder, during his lunch hour offered this in payment to a neighboring 
bar tender who cannily refused it, saying he “knew too much take a brass 
button” for his good lager beer. 

Fortunately the finder learned of its value at the Philadelphia Mint 
and disposed of it to a reliable firm of coin dealers who paid him a fair price 
for his lucky discovery. This very piece was sold in 1919 in New York City 
for three thousand nine hundred dollars, not it will be noticed, as large an 
amount as the record price already mentioned paid for a similar piece eleven 
years previously. This variation in price is an example of the vagaries which 
are apt to occur at all auctions and the Brashear Doubloon is always one of 
the most valuable as well as most interesting coins which can be found 
among the numismatic issues of this country. 


